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Top Priority for Facilities/Amenities:

To build a community 
where everyone belongs.

Equitable
Exceptional

Fun
Welcoming

• Adult � tness and wellness programs
• Farmer’s Market

• Community special events
• Senior � tness and wellness programs

• Cultural enrichment 
programs/events

• Indoor walking track
• Restrooms

• Multi-use paved trails
• Indoor aquatics center

• Multi-use unpaved trails
• Indoor recreation facility

Develop a marketing/branding approach built around telling our story
Master Plan Donner Park and pool

Pursue additional funding to reinvest in existing and new parks/facilities
Seeks CAPRA and National Gold Medal  |  Successful development of NexusPark campus



overview  of  parks  budget  structures
General Fund: non-reverting Fund:

Administration

FFY

Cemetery

NexusPark
Administrative O�  ces

Aquatics

Donner

Athletic Facilities

Park 
Operations

Landscape

Arts & Recreation

Marketing

Marketing

Administration

Gymnastics

Hamilton Center

Golf
(Par 3 and Greenbelt)

Recreation & Arts

People Trails

Farmer’s Market

Fieldhouse at
NexusPark

Teams & Leagues

Sports Camps

Teaching Kitchen

Fitness Center

The Commons
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Which is your favorite Streaming Platform? 

2

1

0

7

1

7

1

4

2 2

Amazon 

Prime

Apple TV Disney+ HBO (Max) Hulu Netflix Peacock YouTube Other What’s 

Streaming?Results

Option Score
Amazon Prime 2

Apple TV 1

Disney+ 0
HBO (Max) 7

Hulu 1
Netflix 7

Peacock 1

YouTube 4
Other 2

What’s Streaming?2

1 27 27 / 



My favorite sports team is

2
1

2 2

0 0

6

1

6

8

Colts (NFL) Columbus East 

Olympians

Columbus North 

Bull Dogs

Fever (WNBA) Indians 

(Indianapolis, AAA 

baseball)

Indy Eleven (soccer) IU Hoosiers Pacers (NBA) Purdue 

Boilermakers

Other

Results

Option Score
Colts (NFL) 2

Columbus East Olympians 1

Columbus North Bull Dogs 2
Fever (WNBA) 2

Indians (Indianapolis, AAA baseball)0
Indy Eleven (soccer) 0

IU Hoosiers 6

Pacers (NBA) 1
Purdue Boilermakers 6

Other 8

3 28 28 / 
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Desired Outcomes

1. Maximize community engagement in an extensive and innovative 
manner

2. Utilize a wide variety of data sources and “Next Practices”

3. Ensure offerings and access are maximized citywide 

4. Develop plans for Donner Park and Mill Race Park  

5. Position the Department for future and sustained success

 
Align with Mission and Vision Statements:

Mission: To enrich lives

Vision: To build a community where everyone belongs











How often do you visit any Columbus parks, trails, or recreation facilities?

21

6

0
2

0 0

At least weekly At least monthly At least six times per year At least two to five times per year Once per year or less I do not use any Columbus parks, 

trails, or recreation facilities

Results
Option Score

At least weekly 21
At least monthly 6

At least six times per year 0

At least two to five times per year 2
Once per year or less 0

I do not use any Columbus parks, trails, or recreation facilities0

1 30 30 / 



Which amenities do you use regularly?

0 0 0

4
2

7
4 3

0 1

27

8

Baseball/Softball 

Fields

Basketball Courts Dog Park (Columbus 

Dog Park)

Exercise Equipment 

(AEI Fitness Center at 

NexusPark)

Outdoor Pool Playgrounds Recreation Center 

(NexusPark, Donner 

Center)

Shelters Skate Park (Jolie 

Crider Memorial 

Skatepark 2.0)

Soccer Fields 

(Richard J. Wigh 

Soccer Center)

Walking/Jogging/Biki

ng Paths (People 

Trails)

Other

Results
Option Score

Baseball/Softball Fields 0

Basketball Courts 0
Dog Park (Columbus Dog Park) 0

Exercise Equipment (AEI Fitness Center at NexusPark)4

Outdoor Pool 2
Playgrounds 7

Recreation Center (NexusPark, Donner Center) 4
Shelters 3

Skate Park (Jolie Crider Memorial Skatepark 2.0) 0

Soccer Fields (Richard J. Wigh Soccer Center) 1
Walking/Jogging/Biking Paths (People Trails) 27

Other 8

31 31 / 



How would you rate the quality of Columbus’ offerings?

5

20

5

1

Excellent Good Fair Poor
Results

Option Score
Excellent5

Good 20
Fair 5

Poor 1

2 32 32 / 
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Do you live within a 10-minute walk to a park or trail?

26

4
2

Yes No Not sure
Results

Option Score

Yes 26
No 4

Not sure2

2 33 33 / 



How do you travel to your nearest local park?

22

11

2

12

1 1 0

I walk I bike I e-bike / scooter I drive I ride with a friend I teleport N/A  - I do not use 

Columbus ParksResults

Option Score
I walk 22

I bike 11
I e-bike / scooter 2

I drive 12

I ride with a friend 1
I teleport 1

N/A - I do not use Columbus Parks0

2 32 32 / 





What are your THREE MOST PREFERRED ways to learn about Columbus’ offerings?

12

2
4

0

3

16

1

8

5

Emails Events E-Newsletter Fun Guide Printed Ads / Banners 

/ Posters

Social Media Website Word of Mouth Other 

Results
Option Score
Emails 12

Events 2
E-Newsletter 4

Fun Guide 0
Printed Ads / Banners / Posters3

Social Media 16

Website 1
Word of Mouth 8

Other 5

2 31 31 / 



What are the THREE LARGEST BARRIERS that prevent you from using Columbus parks, programs, and/or facilities more often?

18

3

0 0

3

5

0

10

5

7

0

2
1 1

0

3

I am too busy I do not feel safe I do not feel 

welcome

Lack of ADA 

accessibility

Lack of 

amenities in 

parks and 

facilities

Lack of 

awareness of 

offerings

Lack of parking Lack of 

programs I’m 

interested in

Lack of 

restrooms

Lack of shade / 

shade 

structures

Lack of 

transportation

Lack of 

wayfinding 

signage for 

trails and open 

space

Poor quality of 

offerings 

Too far from my 

residence

Too expensive Other

Results
Option Score

I am too busy 18
I do not feel safe 3

I do not feel welcome 0
Lack of ADA accessibility 0

Lack of amenities in parks and facilities 3

Lack of awareness of offerings 5
Lack of parking 0

Lack of programs I’m interested in 10

Lack of restrooms 5
Lack of shade / shade structures 7

Lack of transportation 0
Lack of wayfinding signage for trails and open space2

Poor quality of offerings 1

Too far from my residence 1
Too expensive 0

Other 3

2 30 30 / 
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Which THREE facilities / amenities are you and members of your household most interested in?

8

16

1

8 8

0 0
1

5

8

2

11 11

0

13

5

3

Aquatic Features  Bike Paths Dog Park Indoor Walking / 

Jogging Track 

Open Spaces Outdoor Sports 

Fields (cricket, 

diamond, 

rectangular sports)

Outdoor Sports 

Courts (basketball, 

volleyball etc.) 

Pickleball Courts Picnic Areas / 

Shelters 

Restrooms Safety Lighting Shade Structures Splash Pad Tennis Courts Trails Universally 

Accessible 

Playgrounds 

Other

Results
Option Score

Aquatic Features 8

Bike Paths 16
Dog Park 1

Indoor Walking / Jogging Track 8
Open Spaces 8

Outdoor Sports Fields (cricket, diamond, rectangular sports)0

Outdoor Sports Courts (basketball, volleyball etc.) 0
Pickleball Courts 1

Picnic Areas / Shelters 5

Restrooms 8
Safety Lighting 2

Shade Structures 11
Splash Pad 11

Tennis Courts 0

Trails 13
Universally Accessible Playgrounds 5

Other 3

2 36 36 / 



Select the TOP THREE TYPES of programs you would be most interested to participate in?

8

3

18

1

7

19

6

1

6

9

0 0

2

13

0 0

2

0

Adult 

Activities

Adult 

Sports

Arts and 

Culture 

Dog Events Family 

Activities

Farmer’s 

Market 

Fitness 

and 

Wellness

Inclusion 

Activities

Outdoor 

Recreation

Performing

 Arts

Preschool 

Programs

Teen 

Programs

Senior 

Programs

Special 

Events

Summer 

Camps

Swim 

Lessons

Youth 

Sports

Other

Results

Option Score
Adult Activities 8

Adult Sports 3

Arts and Culture 18
Dog Events 1

Family Activities 7
Farmer’s Market 19

Fitness and Wellness6

Inclusion Activities 1
Outdoor Recreation 6

Performing Arts 9

Preschool Programs 0
Teen Programs 0

Senior Programs 2
Special Events 13

Summer Camps 0

Swim Lessons 0
Youth Sports 2

Other 0

2 35 35 / 



Please rate your satisfaction with the overall value you receive from Columbus Parks and Recreation?

12

15

1
3

0 0

Very Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat 

Dissatisfied

Very Dissatisfied I Don’t Know

Results
Option Score

Very Satisfied 12
Somewhat Satisfied 15

Neutral 1

Somewhat Dissatisfied3
Very Dissatisfied 0

I Don’t Know 0

3 31 31 / 



What is your top priority that you want to have included in this plan?

Keep maintaining the
people trails

People trails People trail Splash pad

Free splash pad People Trail Long term vision for
growth and stability.

General upkeep of parks
and facilities we already
have

1 30 30 / 



What is your top priority that you want to have included in this plan?

Unpaved trails along side of
the people trail that would
be Mt b oriented

Get the kids’ input
before making a plan

Splash pad Maintenance

Plant native plants
including more trees

Trails Increasing the scope of
public service that parks
spaces and programming
can provide

safe walking/cycling
paths

1 30 30 / 



What is your top priority that you want to have included in this plan?

Funding for maintenance.
Not building more that can't
be maintained

Inclusivity for those with
mobility issues

Safer restrooms. Wholistic wellness

Maintenance People trial maintained
for people

How to respectfully fund
raise for these free events
and amenities.

More hours at a pool!

1 30 30 / 



What is your top priority that you want to have included in this plan?

Single track mountain bike
trails with built in technical
features that run along side
the people trail.

More natural areas in
the parks - no
mow/pollinator

Additional expansion of
People Trails closer to
commerce - shopping,
restaurants

People Trail

Bike parking downtown Transporters in every
park

Using the resources and
spaces we already have.

There is room for improvement
in maintenance. Overall, I think
we need to better promote all
the programs and facilities that
are available. My focus would
be marketing and
communications.

1 30 30 / 



What is your top priority that you want to have included in this plan?

Plan needs to weigh financial
cost vs expected benefit. ROI
needs to be based on reality of
tax-base supporting
improvements, otherwise this
becomes a wish list that
frustrates people.

Sade well lit

1 30 30 / 



What is one thing you would add / change to improve Donner Park?

Restrooms and more
tables

Splash pad Add splash park. Restrooms need to be
improved

Update Pollinator area Add splash pad The bathrooms

2 23 23 / 



What is one thing you would add / change to improve Donner Park?

More trees planted and
upkeep of current trees to
keep them healthy

Splash pad Updated playground Update bathrooms and
shelter house

Offer the building for use
again. If safe to do so.

Shelter update Year round restrooms /
water fountains

Update the shelter.

2 23 23 / 



What is one thing you would add / change to improve Donner Park?

More picnic tables Updated playground
facility

Tree management with
older trees and
branches falling.

Restrooms

Maintenance. Not adding
more activities to detract
from the open spaces.
Taking care of what is there

Maintenance More sidewalks leading
to/from the park

Shelter house update

2 23 23 / 



What is one thing you would add / change to improve Mill Race Park?





Age Segment

0

3

15 15

0

Ages 0-17 Ages 18-34 Ages 35-54 Ages 55-74 Ages 75+
Results

Option Score
Ages 0-17 0

Ages 18-343

Ages 35-5415
Ages 55-7415

Ages 75+ 0

1 33 33 / 



Gender

17

14

0 0 0

Female Male Transgender Non-Binary/Non-

Conforming

Prefer not to answer

Results

Option Score
Female 17

Male 14

Transgender 0
Non-Binary/Non-Conforming0

Prefer not to answer 0

31 31 / 



Race / Ethnicity

0 0 1 0 0

29

American Indian or 

Alaskan Native

Asian Black or African 

American

Hispanic or Latino Native Hawaiian or 

Other Pacific Islander

White

Results
Option Score

American Indian or Alaskan Native 0
Asian 0

Black or African American 1

Hispanic or Latino 0
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander0

White 29

1 30 30 / 
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